Review article: Helicobacter pylori and gastric adenocarcinoma.
Gastric adenocarcinoma is still the second most common cause of death from cancer, even though it is on the decline in developed countries. Although H. pylori gastritis appears to be a necessary antecedent to the development of gastric adenocarcinoma, it is not a sufficient factor in and of itself. Other required factors for the progression of this disease are poorly understood. Patients with antral predominant gastritis seem protected from the disease, while patients with pangastritis are predisposed to both diffuse- and intestinal-type adenocarcinoma. Development of a vaccine against H. pylori might yield promising results in decreasing the incidence of gastric adenocarcinoma.